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Immediate 
causes 

Example 
Symptoms 
as stated by 
public 
meeting 
participants 

Land based activities have 
unintended or uncontrolled 
impacts on the marine 
environment (which, in turn, 
may impact or prevent 
desired uses) 

Water based activities have 
unintended or uncontrolled 
impacts on the marine 
environment (which, in turn, 
may impact or prevent 
desired uses).

Intertidal 
habitats 
impacted 
by visitor 
trampling 
 

Inability to 
harvest 
shellfish 
due to 
water 
pollution 

Mussel 
dragging 
has 
negative 
impact on 
sea floor 

Ecological Issues* Social Issues* 

Ultimate 
causes 

Changing Demographics / 
Increasing population and use of the coast 

Difficulty in balancing state management 
responsibilities (e.g. navigation, commerce, public 

use, resource protection) with local interests 

Inadequate management 
Example: Lack of ecosystem-based approach 

Example: Lack of marine comprehensive planning 
(see Diagram 2)

Two or more user groups 
want to use the same area 
for different activities. 

Two or more users with 
conflicting perspectives 
on appropriate use of the 
coast

Over- 
harvesting 
has led to 
depleted 
fisheries in 
some cases 

Lobstermen 
and mussel 
rafts compete 
for s

Limited 
public 
access to 
wate

Some 
shorefront 
property 
owners 
oppose 
aquaculture 

Conflicting 
ideas on the 
best use of 
the coast for 
economic 
development 
(ecotourism, 
traditional 
uses, etc.) 

pace r

* For clarity, this diagram separates ecological and social issues.  The dotted lined linking the two categories indicates the interaction between them, such as when 
ecological problems have negative social consequences. Furthermore, there can be economic issues associated with both ecological and social problems. 


